





can never be forgotten’. On BBC Radio 4, in the series ‘Noise’, Professor Hendy has been
exploring the role of sound in monuments and in shamanism. Of course, veneration of elite
dead is linked to miracles, so perhaps they’re all right.

At least they agree that the site was transformed over several hundred years, between c. 3000
and 2500 Bc, and change continues. Architecture uses the term ‘adaptive reuse’. A well-known
example is Bankside power station, now Tate Modern Gallery; St Werburgh’s Bristol is
a redundant church rebuilt in 1879, one of several now used as indoor climbing centres.

In 2008, Telegraph columnist Oliver Pritchett remarked that Stonehenge was really built to
hold Britain’s first public inquiry. Post-enquiries, during coming months, the new visitor
centre will open and the A344 nearby will be closed and grassed over, giving the opportunity
for us to explore for ourselves the ancient landscape around the monument.

THE FUTURE OF THE JOURNAL David A. Hinton, President

Publication each year of the Archaeological Journal is one of the principal ways in which the
Institute meets its obligation ‘to examine, preserve and illustrate’ archaeology. Many members
subscribe because they want to receive an annual periodical of international repute, and
Council has a responsibility to ensure that it continues to be provided. As our Editor, Howard
Williams, and Reviews Editor, Kate Waddington, set out in their editorial preface to volume
169 (forthcoming), the journal has a wide remit that attracts contributions of a very high
standard.

Two issues are now posing questions about how the Institute can best maintain its journal.
Both are a consequence of new technology and on-line distribution.

Open Access has received publicity through the ‘Finch Report’, published in July 2012. This
advocates that all government-funded research — anything done in universities, for instance
— should be made freely and immediately accessible on the internet to everyone, not only to
journal subscribers. The cost of publication should be met by the author of a paper, who may
have to anticipate the necessary sum when applying for grants, or rely on an employer to
provide it. The UK grant-giving bodies have agreed to this in principle. It may be less of an
issue for subjects such as maths and some sciences, where a short paper with few or no illus-
trations might suffice, for which the cost of publication is therefore relatively trivial. The arts,
humanities and social sciences may need to present primary data as well as extensive reasoned
argument, so incurring much higher costs.

In the short term, this need not affect the Archaeological Journal very much; all work will
be ‘referee-ed’ as at present, and only accepted if it meets the Institute’s criteria. If an author
has the funds to pay for the whole cost of publication, the only difference between that and
our present receipt of grants to help production of some articles is that the full-cost model
requires immediate on-line access; we could probably arrange for that through our own web-
site, and give authors permission to put their work on their own sites. For the time being, we
believe that most of our subscribers would prefer to receive a paper copy of the journal, and/or
have immediate on-line access to it through their member’s password to the RAI web-site, as
at present. I suspect that most would not feel strongly about an occasional article becoming
freely and immediately available on-line to anybody, if its cost had been met by the contributor.
Reaction to this assumption would be welcome, however, as it is difficult to gauge members’
views on issues like this, and on the commitment to paper publication (please send comment
to djh@soton.ac.uk).


















Although a number of interim reports were
published, lack of funds meant it was not until
2004, following an initiative by the Sulgrave
Archaeology Group, that work began on a defini-
tive account of the six widely-spaced seasons of
work. Since then, a post-excavation programme
has been managed for the group by Dr Richard
Ivens.

Work is now in its final phase. This year’s work
has included the renumbering of field contexts and
the establishment of a matrix; the allocation of
contexts to groups and phases; the scanning and
mounting of finds drawings; and the integration of
finds reports with databases. Substantial progress
has also been made on preparing the descriptive
narrative of the features, structures and strata
recorded in the six seasons of excavation.

Kidlandlee Dean landscape project Rachel
Pope
The KDL project examines the nature and
chronology of Bronze Age settlement and land use
in the Cheviot uplands. It was a training excava-
tion for students from the Universities of Durham,
Newcastle and Liverpool, with local volunteers
from Northumberland and Coquetdale Archae-
ology Groups. The landscape includes burial
cairns, house platforms, and field systems, with
later palisaded enclosures, cord rig, and cross-
ridge dykes; 30,000 sq.m has been EDM and GPS
surveyed.

In the final post-excavation phase, the digi-
tization of all site drawings in AutoCAD has been

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

2013
Spring Meeting 17-19 May, based at Buxton, led
by Ken Smith (details with this mailing)

Summer Meeting 6-13 July, Frankfurt, Germany,
led by David Breeze (details with this mailing)

Autumn Day Meeting to be confirmed; please
check our website

Annual Conference 11-13 October at the Univer-
sity of Chester, “The Impact of Rome on the
Countryside’ (see below)

started, and from that the production of phased
site plans, ready for both publication and deposi-
tion of the site archive both with the NMR and the
ADS at York. The ceramics assessment has been
completed by Dr Ann MacSween (Historic Scot-
land), as well as production of the final finds report
by Dr Fraser Hunter (National Museums of
Scotland). In addition, the charcoal/wood assess-
ment has been undertaken by Ceren Kabucku
(University of Liverpool), who is also pulling
together the two botanical assessments undertaken
by Archaeological Services Durham University in
a final archaeobotanical report for publication.

Completion of site drawing digitization and
digital illustration of phased plans will continue
across early 2013, together with final micromor-
phology and geochemical work and reports by
Dr Clare Ellis (Argyll Archaeology) and Dr Jenni
Dungait (North Wyke Labs), as well as completion
of the data structure report by research assistant
Richard Mason, in readiness for publication.

Through the KDL project we are gaining a new
— increasingly scientific — understanding of the
later prehistoric use of upland landscapes in the
British Bronze Age. The site is also showing
indications of a very Early Bronze Age start date,
for which there are tantalizing parallels with its
sister site at Black Law, excavated by Colin
Burgess. The next phase of the KDL project will be
a suite of radiocarbon dates and analysis to help us
better understand the sequence of events on the
house platform and across the landscape.

Forthcoming in 2014 (details to be confirmed;
please check our website)

Spring Meeting 16-18 May, Mausolea of East
Anglia, led by Julian Litten

Summer Meeting Tower Houses of the Tweed
Valley, led by Hedley Swain



ROYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE ANNUAL

CONFERENCE 2013

The Impact of Rome on the British Countryside

University of Chester, | 1-13 October

This non-residential conference is to be held in
partnership with the University of Chester at their
Riverside Campus. The Keynote speaker will be
Nico Roymans, Professor of Roman archaeology
and prehistory at VU University, Amsterdam;
leading British archaeologists will present the
results of their work of the last decade. One focus
will be recent geophysical surveys which have
taken place in both southern and northern
England allied to selective excavations, while the
interpretation of finds in rural contexts will also be

MEETINGS NOTES

examined. There will be a guided tour of Roman
Chester and the Grosvenor Museum, led by
Fiona Gale, Denbighshire County Archaeologist.
The programme and booking form are in this
mailing/and available at http://www.royalarchinst.
org/conferences or please contact admin@royal
archinst.org or by post to S. Gerber-Parfitt, RAI,
c/o Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House,
Piccadilly, London w1y oBE

| 58th Summer Meeting at Liverpool, Merseyside, South Lancashire
and Manchester, 7—14 July 2012 RODNEY TULLOCH

The twenty-eight member party met for supper on
Saturday at our hotel in Liverpool’s 1843-7 Albert
Dock warehousing complex. Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday afternoon were spent in and around
Liverpool, Monday in Manchester, Wednesday on
the Wirral, Thursday morning in Blackpool and
Friday in South Lancashire. Enthusiastic experts
and guides kept us informed and entertained.
Hedley Swain and Caroline Raison organised our
visit as expertly as ever.

Joseph Sharples, distinguished author of the
2004 Pevsner volume on Liverpool, led us round
the city centre, explaining that its development
from mediaeval insignificance barely started before
the late seventeenth century and, despite its
favourable position for Irish and transatlantic
trades, which made it England’s third port by 1700,
was held back by the Mersey’s great tidal range and
silting until the innovations of half-tide, and later,
gated, wet docks. It was the early development of
these on land reclaimed from the tidal foreshore
from the 1710s that made Liverpool a boom town
for some 200 years, and this and frequent

10 warehouse fires led to repeated and ruthless

replacements of buildings. We walked from the
site of the original enclosed wet Old Dock of
1710-15, beside the Grosvenor Estate’s consciously
ultra-modern quarter, through areas that had been
devastated by bombing. By 1944 a splendid monu-
ment to Queen Victoria, on the site of the
thirteenth-century castle, stood surrounded on
three sides by ruins. The Queen Elizabeth IT Law
Courts now brutally occupy much of Victoria’s
view to the West. The fine Exchange by John
Wood, brought in in 1749 to surpass his Bristol
Exchange, much altered and extended by James
Wryatt and others, stands at the other end of Castle
Street. Nelson has a fine monument in the
Exchange Flags, full of symbolism and obscure
iconography. A splendid 1846-8 branch and
Resident’s apartment for the Bank of England by
C. R. Cockerell showed the importance of Liver-
pool to London. But the restrained classicism of
what was the local Heywood’s Bank in Brunswick
Street, with the manager’s apartments incor-
porated, are an earlier (1798-1800) example in the
rich sequence of banks, counting houses and
merchants’ offices. Without the encyclopaedic












Our guide to the Manchester cityscape was
Jonathan Schofield. In his enthusiasm for his city,
he clearly saw its separation from Salford (for
Pevsner ‘one of the most curious anomalies of
England’) as an irrelevant historical accident;
Engels and the pioneer vegetarian, the Rev William
Cowherd were, for Schofield, Mancunian despite
their regrettable Salford connections. We felt
Anschluss might be imminent, with Mancunian
tanks crossing the barely detectable Irwell.

Many of the buildings of nineteenth-century
Manchester combined offices, with great windows
for natural light, with warehousing. Thus, particu-
larly in side streets, there are often crane hoists at
the top floor — or sometimes at ground- or first-
floor level. Less in evidence in the middle of the
city were spinning and weaving. We learned that,
while Manchester was the commercial centre, after
the middle of the nineteenth century, most manu-
facture took place in the satellite towns. The
remarkable double-domed Royal Exchange, once
the nerve centre of the world’s cotton trade, was
physically much reduced by the Luftwaffe and,
since the near disappearance of the Lancashire
cotton industries, reduced in importance. Now,
with a spectacular twenty-first-century tangle of
steel at its heart, it is a venue for public entertain-
ment. The alarmingly eccentric Beetham Tower,
another representative of the newest fashions in
building, loomed. We did not visit it or the
Arndale Centre, described in 1979 as ‘mammoth
and distinctly lavatorial’ and, even following the
reconstruction after the 1996 Provisional IRA
bomb, less popular with architectural critics than
commercially successful.

We called at Manchester Cathedral. There is a
Saxon carving of an angel on a stone in the present
church; one has stood on the site from 1215 but
much of the present structure dates from 1421
when it became a collegiate foundation schizo-
phrenically dedicated to Saints Mary, Denys and
George. After various additions and refacings, it
became a cathedral, 300 years after the Dissolution.
Though extensively bombed, the remains of the
rood screen and delightful misericords survived.
Nearby, under a low vault, the course of the Irk can
be guessed at. Its confluence with the Irwell was a
landing place below the bluff on which the
Cathedral stands, thought to be the site of a
Brigantean stronghold. The nearby Wellington Inn

was built in 1530 reusing many timbers already two
centuries old. Changing pub names is nothing
new. This collection of old buildings is a little
misleading as some are from elsewhere in the city.

By 4 pm Director, Nick Merriman was intro-
ducing the neo-gothic Manchester Museum of the
University of Manchester. Sadly the Archaeology
and Egyptian galleries were closed for refurbish-
ment. The displays of fossils and taxidermy are
paralleled by research and educational vivaria of
reptiles and amphibians, and cheerful facilities for
school parties and children.

On Tuesday morning, we visited Liverpool’s
Roman Catholic Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ
the King, almost two cathedrals. Sir Frederick
Gibberd’s familiar wigwam was built between 1962
and 1967. A Liverpool University nuclear science
building had made way for the processional steps
from a new piazza and Visitor Centre at street
level. A third-millennium victory of Faith over
Science. Our volunteer guide proved as knowl-
edgeable as he was enthusiastic. The breathtaking
space centres on the white Macedonian-marble
high altar beneath its Crown of Thorns baldachin
and the lantern. The cathedral stands over its own
basement car park instead of the vast crypt of the
Lutyens cathedral, started in 1933 and resumed
after the war. Lutyens’s planned superstructure,
even in a much scaled-down version, was aban-
doned and Gibberd won the competition for a
cathedral that could be built for £4 million. His
original design is more apparent from inside. Its
radiating concrete rafters were integral with the
uprights at the circumference of the enclosed space
with the outward thrust taken by the ring beam at
the level of the elbows between rafters and
uprights. The flying buttresses, continuous with
the rafters, were added on the structural engineer’s
advice. To my mind they add to the external
appearance, giving a simpler and more transparent
structure. The roof leaked and the exterior mosaic
flaked off the radial concrete members. Cladding
the members with fibreglass thickened them,
impairing their elegance. This and changing the
roof skin cost more than the original build.

The Lutyens crypt was finished in 1958, its roof
a great platform for outdoor liturgy open to the
windy horizon. The pre-war vaults in Staffordshire
blue engineering brick were to have been plastered.
These barrel-vaults and the piers between give an









undercroft is a small museum. The Refectory was
over the Chapter House and is preserved, though
with a modern roof. HMS Conway, a school for
training Merchant Navy officers founded in 1859
in a former wooden warship, closed in 1974. The
Old Conways needed a place to safeguard their
memorabilia. Our volunteer guide was quite sur-
prised to be asked to unlock the room, tentatively
identified as the Scriptorium, now used to display
their fascinating but melancholy collection.

At Port Sunlight we were driven around the
garden village built by William Hesketh Lever for
his soap factory workers. We learned about his
idiosyncratic authoritarianism tempered by benev-
olence. At the time (1888-1914) it was not unusual
to segregate the sexes, with different hours of work,
canteens and entrances, nor for women to have to
leave their jobs on marriage, but not every
employer gave his female employees a canteen of
silver on marriage. Lever, a frustrated architect,
employed a number of young architects to design
the houses, largely free to interpret his specifi-
cations. Half timbering, Flemish gables and turrets
are everywhere. Most of the goo houses are of
three bedrooms and built to far higher standards
than workers’ housing of the time. Demand from
his married workers was high. Lever interviewed
each couple personally. Not providing individual
gardens or allotments, Lever employed a hundred
gardeners to maintain the landscaping. The green
and spacious surroundings, attractive now, must
have seemed a paradise before the 1919 Housing
Act. No alcohol was sold in the village. There were
a temperance meeting house, school, cottage
hospital, post office, non-denominational village
church, heated outdoor swimming pool, free
library, theatre, museum, auditorium and — not
least — the Lady Lever Art Gallery. This was the
icing on the Institute party’s cake and we could
have spent several hours there. Apart from the
permanent galleries, there was a charming exhibi-
tion of the work of the Pre-Raphaelite Eleanor
Fortescue-Brickdale. The whole collection reflects
the educated but not the avant garde taste of the
time — Sudley House on a larger scale.

Ellesmere Port’s National Waterways Museum
was introduced to us by Jim McKeowan. This was
to have been the Mersey terminus of a never-
completed canal by Thomas Telford from
Ellesmere in Shropshire. More important to the

town’s development was the opening of the
Manchester Ship Canal in 1894. The Museum,
however, deals largely with the narrow-boat canal
system. We were turned loose to look at the 1801
stables, some Telford buildings, cottages furnished
as at three different periods, workshops, locks and
basins. There is also a large collection of canal
boats of various types. Some are under restoration
but the majority, probably acquired in poor con-
dition, seem to be in extremis and it is hard to
believe the funds for saving them can come in
time. Upstairs and under cover there is a fine
display of engines and gear and one of the last
narrow boats lived in and worked regularly by a
couple with a horse. The life is wonderfully
captured with recordings of the old people’s voices
playing in the tiny cabin that was their home,
surrounded by the modest trappings of their daily
life.

On Thursday morning we were in Blackpool,
enthusiastically guided by Ted Lightbown, Carl
Carrington and Frank Marcham. There was
nothing of the tired seaside resort here. Below the
Tower’s legs nestles the Tower Circus, as magnifi-
cent in its gilding, tiles and plush as it must have
been when it opened in 1894. The floor of the ring
itself can disappear to reveal a pool for water
displays. Underneath we saw the animal pens and
the artistes’ props. Then to a showing of a 3-D film
of the Tower — with gasps as we seemed to be
dive-bombed by seagulls and were (really) sprayed
with water droplets.

By lift to (nearly) the top of the Tower and the
vertiginous panorama of town, beach, trams, pier,
the Pennines and the sea. In the rococo Tower
Ballroom we had tea, listened to the Wurlitzer,
watched the dancers and peered up at the golden
balconies, painted ceilings and general architec-
tural extravagance. We walked to the Winter
Gardens, for years the Tower’s rival but now under
common management. Security was tight for the
World Championship of Magic. Nevertheless the
Institute party was admitted and our minders
seemed fairly relaxed. Perhaps we did not look
sharp enough to present any threat to the magical
secrets. Although dating from 1878, this entertain-
ment complex has the cinematic feel of its 1931
refurbishment. The Galleon Bar is more or less a
Gaumont film-set in fibreglass and plaster. It
occupies part of the vast 1894 Theatre Bar by



Gillow of Lancaster, much of which remains. But
it was hard to concentrate on the building when
the magicians, of every age, sex and nationality and
dressed in the extremes of informality, in business
suits or in bizarre costumes that were clearly part
of their habitual personae, were so fascinating.

Liverpool’s Sefton Park was opened in 1872 as a
setting for the mansions of its plutocracy. We
visited the octagonal, domed Palm House of 1896,
saved by public subscription and Lottery money
and run by a trust since full restoration in 2003.
The eight fine statues of explorers and botanists by
Léon-Joseph Chavaillaud that ring it are, rather
oddly, some in white stone and some in dark
metal.

We now travelled to the extraordinary William-
son Tunnels in the sandstone of Edge Hill. What
can one say? The sheer scale of the works, for a
private individual and for no clear purpose is a
phenomenon. Joseph Williamson had made his
fortune, apparently from humble beginnings, in
the tobacco trade. He could afford to tunnel in the
rock; in the early nineteenth century labour was
plentiful and cheap and it can not have been
technically difficult. Some of the tunnels started as
vaults to support level gardens on a sloping site,
some are shallow and must have been made using
cut-and-fill, others are deep and at various levels.
We saw the section that has been opened for
tourist visits but this is a tiny part of what is known
to exist and there may be much more to find. And
real archaeology is involved. While the tunnels
have always been known to be there, although he
was coy, even secretive about their extent and
purpose, over the years they have tended to be
filled with rubbish from the various entrances. This
contains much local domestic garbage as well as
builders’ spoil and rubble. The volunteers, as part
of their Augean task, collect the artefacts, some of
which are displayed at the exit. But we came out
by that same door as in we went and no wiser than
the poet. Leaving Lime Street station on Saturday,
I scanned the walls for where the cutting had
intersected Williamson’s Triple Decker Tunnel —
putting the navvies to flight, believing they had
broken through to Hell.

On Friday the coach took us north for a very
different experience. We were greeted at Helm-
shore Mills in the steep Rossendale valley by
Suzanne Rothwell of Lancashire’s Museums

Service and divided into two parties for our tours.
Ours was taken through the early industrial
revolution of the textiles, copiously illustrated with
examples of the machinery. At last I understand
the simple but ingenious mechanism whereby a
spinning wheel puts the twist into the yarn. So that
is what a handloom looked like — and how Kay’s
flying shuttle flew, Hargreaves’s spinning jenny
span and water drove Arkwright’s frame. And here
was how Crompton joined them together and
Horrockses perfected the power loom. We were
struck by the sheer number of processes that went
to the production of cloth and the number of
special different products that are made. In
Whittaker’s Mill (1820s, rebuilt late 1850s) we saw
the terrifying machinery for tearing up waste and
old fabric for spinning and weaving into shoddy.
The 1789 Higher Mill’s water wheel is driven via a
leat from the Ogden, and drives the simple wooden
wool-fulling stocks and an example of the later,
roller-fulling mechanism. The stale human urine
for the process was collected from the nearby
houses. Householders were prevented from boost-
ing their income by the collector’s tasting the
product to detect dilution. A secondary shaft from
the water wheel drove other machinery such as
teasing machines for raising the nap on cloth.
Finally we saw relatively modern, high-output
spinning mules and carding machines working.
We drove on for a visit to the remains of the
Cistercian Whalley Abbey. Almost nothing of the
1330-80 Abbey church remains above ground but
the excavated foundations are marked with stone.
The monks’ choir had the rare feature of hollows
under the wooden floors of the stalls and these
choir pits have been interpreted as resonating
chambers. It occurred to me that, so close to the
river Calder, it would be wise to keep any wooden
structure clear of the damp ground and, as the
choir stalls that survived and were moved to the
parish church on the dissolution seem to date from
1415-34, they may have replaced earlier stalls that
had rotted. But perhaps the experts are right and
the spaces under our sitting room floorboards are
really resonating chambers. Unlike the church,
parts of the monastic buildings survive quite well.
Whalley, at 400 square miles, was once one of
the largest parishes in England and St Paulinus is
said to have preached here. It was certainly of
ecclesiastical importance in Saxon times and the
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Autumn Day Meeting — An introduction to London Docklands:
A Walk along the River Thames between the Tower of London and
Shadwell, | 3 October 2012 LORRAINE PARTRIDGE

Some forty members of the Institute met our guide
Hedley Swain at Tower Tube Station to take a walk
along the North Bank of the Thames through part
of London’s Docklands. From the vicinity of the
Station we could see both the Tower of London
and the Shard, parts of the changing London
skyline.

The docks were at their maximum capacity
during the early 1960s, following a resurgence after
the massive destruction of the Second World War.
The end came with the change to the use of
containers, which lead to the growth of Tilbury
and Felixstowe Docks; the London Docks could
not accommodate the larger vessels required to
transport containers, so that by the 1980s, all the
docks along both sides of the River were obsolete.

But first, we took a look at the remaining bit of
London’s Roman Wall just by the Tube station.
Part of the monument found in excavation, of the
Procurator, Julius Alpinus Classicianus, respons-
ible for rebuilding London after Boudicca’s revolt,
had been reused during the fourth-century recon-
struction of the wall. We took a brief stop to look
at the Postern Gate in the City Wall, found in 1979.
Among the finds from the dig were fifteenth- and
sixteenth-century pottery and signs of ivory
working.

We then turned to the main theme of the day,
concentrating on Dockland and its environs,
comparing Trinity House (by architect Samuel
Wryatt, built 1796) and the impressive former Port
of London Authority building (1919) reflecting the
wealth generated by Dockland.

We walked along the river front to St Kath-
arine’s Dock. The lock at Tower Bridge basin gave
access to the dock and quay areas. It is the smallest
of the London Docks and was the engineer
Thomas Telford’s only major work in London. The
party walked across Telford’s Footbridge (1829)
into what is now a modern marina area. The
architect of the Dock, Philip Hardwick, was also
responsible for the Euston Arch and the station in
Birmingham for the London to Birmingham
Railway. The Dock was built upon an East End
slum just outside the City of London, and takes its

name from the Hospital of St Katharine by the
Tower, which had been founded by Matilda of
Boulogne during the twelfth century; its royal
patronage and connections meant it was not
dissolved during the Reformation but only
demolished after public debate to make way for the
dock. The hospital then moved to almshouses near
Regents Park, finally moving back to Limehouse,
East London, in its present form during the 1950s.
St Katharine’s Dock, whose main cargoes were
ivory, rum and tobacco, was closed in 1968. It was
never a commercial success as the entrance and
quays were too small. It is, however, notable for
being the first example of a dock having the
warehouses built up to the quayside, rather than
following the previous practice with transit houses
on the quays and the warehouses behind. This
example was later followed when the Liverpool
Docks were built, (members who attended the
Liverpool Summer Meeting were able to see what
the Docks must have look liked in their heyday).

The eastern part of the Docks was destroyed by
bombing in the Second World War. The surviving
buildings were pulled down in the 1970s after the
dock was closed. The whole area is now rather
dominated by the Tower Hotel, a large 70s build-
ing. The other buildings are a mixture of styles. We
passed the Royal Barge Gloriana of the Jubilee
River Pageant.

Hedley noted that in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries, London was the world’s largest
city and also had the biggest area of docks. When
Engels disembarked at the Docks upon his arrival
in England in the 1840s he wrote of the scale and
activity that he witnessed. The docks had gradually
spread along the river from the Billingsgate area to
Wapping and Bermondsey. Tower Bridge was later
built to solve the problem of getting traffic across
the river while still allowing access to the Pool of
London. Before the dock basins were built, ships
had been unloaded into lighters whilst moored in
the River or at wharfs along the Thames, often
taking many days to load or unload. The provision
of quays within the docks with their adjacent
warehouses meant that the process of loading and









entrance to the foot tunnel built in 1825 by Marc
Brunel, which was the first underwater tunnel in
the world. The tunnel is still in use today and
carries the London Overground under the river.

We then saw the only surviving Hydraulic
Power Station in London, at the entrance to the
Shadwell Basin. It was originally one of six which
supplied hydraulic power to London to operate
machinery before electricity replaced it. The
stationmaster’s house, now converted into a home
and art gallery, has noticeable brickwork and a
Dutch gable. We enjoyed a buffet lunch at the
‘Prospect of Whitby’ in an upstairs room over-
looking the river.

We took a short detour to cross the metal
Shadwell Basin Bridge, which could once be swung
round to allow craft into the basin.

We then walked to Narrow Street, Limehouse,
with its terraces of Georgian houses and their
frontage onto the river. Limehouse gets its name
from lime kilns which were originally in the area;
it is the home of London’s original China Town,
depicted in the stories of Dickens and Conan
Doyle, and Rohmer’s ‘Fu Manchu’. Limehouse was
where the original link to England’s canal system

from the Thames was built to allow goods to be
transferred cross-country. When the Limehouse
Link tunnel was being built to provide a quick
route from Dockland, they excavated the site of the
first proper porcelain kiln in Britain, (c.174s, at
108-116 Narrow Street).

Lastly we walked on to the Thames Clipper pier
at Canary Wharf. Some took the clipper back to
Embankment, some shopped, while others
explored the Museum of London Dockland, in its
refurbished warehouse by the north basin of what
was the West India Docks. The extensive museum
displays illuminated and amplified parts of what
we had seen that day. On my journey back on the
Clipper, a fitting way to end a day, considering the
effect of the Thames on London, I reflected on how
much London had changed since the 1950s and is
still changing. The Docks had been the basis upon
which much of the commercial success of London
was founded; today Canary Wharf is at the centre
of a different commercial heartland.

Our thanks are due to Hedley Swain for leading
the day and to Caroline Raison for the organiza-
tion.

Legacies of Northumbria: Recent thinking on the fifth to fourteenth
centuries in Northern Britain, 28 September to | October 2012 at
the North of England Mining Institute, Newcastle JOANNE KIRTON

(CHEYNEY BURSARY)

The Royal Archaeological Institute, the Anti-
quaries of Newcastle upon Tyne and the Architec-
tural and Archaeological Society of Durham and
Northumberland held a conference to celebrate
and discuss the legacies of the Anglo-Saxon
kingdom of Northumbria. The conference was
held at the Mining Institute’s Neville Hall, which
provided an imposing backdrop for our speakers,
surrounded by conference delegates and the many
faces of that Institute’s presidents. It was well
attended with 95 delegates, including six Cheney
Bursary students (see p. 5). It was organized by
Chris Ferguson and Caroline Raison, to whom we
owe many thanks.

The conference began with a stimulating key-
note lecture by Professor Dame Rosemary Cramp,
a stalwart of early medieval archaeology in the
north-east. Her lecture, ‘Fifty years of North-

umbrian archaeology: what we didn’t know then,
what we don’t know now’, provided the audience
with an overview of archaeological discoveries
spanning the past fifty years and a personal insight
into the individuals responsible for them. This was
achieved through an exploration of some of the
most iconic Northumbrian sites and material
culture from the region. The lecture was followed
by a wine reception in the Mining Institute’s
beautiful Nicholas Wood Memorial Library.

The next day-and-a-half was dedicated to a
series of engaging papers that explored North-
umbria from its Iron Age and Roman inheritance
to the survival of Anglo-Saxon and Viking identity
after the Norman Conquest. Papers were delivered
by new and established academics, and updates
were provided on local projects such as the on-
going work by Steve Sherlock at the Anglo-Saxon
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