


EDITORIAL Katherine Barclay

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and the Royal Society for the Arts (RSA) brought together
a range of high-profile speakers on 14 and 15 July 2014 to consider the challenges and
opportunities facing the UK’s heritage sector. Delegates were drawn from the widest range of
cultural and physical spheres; speakers included Director of the British Museum, Neil
MacGregor, Chairman of English Heritage, Sir Laurie Magnus, as well as representatives of
arts, architectural, planning and environmental quangos and charities.

The organisers had commissioned ‘provocations’, essays written by the keynote speakers,
intended to stimulate audience and panel discussion; these essays can be downloaded as PDFs
and the resulting debates (which had been live-streamed) are available via the website
http://www.heritageexchange.co.uk/. There are links too to extensive and lively blogs and
twitter exchanges.

Dame Jenny Abramsky, in her last speech as Chair of HLF, said ‘this is a pivotal moment
for the heritage sector. We urgently need to look to the future, consider heritage’s role in
society and explore new ways of working to ensure its resilience’. Matthew Taylor, Chief
Executive of the RSA described research showing that the UK’s heritage is an ‘under-used
resource’ that ‘needs to play a much greater role in helping areas thrive economically, culturally
and socially’. “The sector must argue convincingly that what it is holding out is not a begging
bowl but an untapped asset.” Measuring and proving the impact of heritage work is crucial to
sourcing non grant-based finance.

Cultural theorists Robert Hewison and John Holden, in ‘Turbulent times: prospects for the
national heritage’, saw the division between cultural and natural heritage as artificial. The
heritage sector is ‘populated by a heterogeneous mix of government departments, local auth-
orities, non-departmental public bodies, expert panels, chartered organizations, and charities
ranging from some of the biggest in the land to some of the smallest’. resulting in tensions,
lack of agreed priorities, and no common language, which together inhibit effective advocacy
and public engagement. Their proposals included the merging of Historic England and Natural
England as one agency, to take responsibility for policy advice on intangible heritage, for
planning and for national and regional museums, guided by a single policy vision. “We
acknowledge that the creation of a Historic Environment Agency is a bold challenge to a sector
where conservation is too often confused with conservatism, but new models of governance,
leadership and management will only emerge through more dialogue that encourages shared
understanding’, they concluded. The audience challenged their claims to some extent, sup-
ported by Heritage Alliance Chairman Loyd Grossman who spoke against top-down restruc-
turing proposed by theorists.

In his essay, ‘Re-inventing heritage: a disruptive opportunity?’, Mike Clarke Chief Executive
of the RSPB argues that those who care about heritage must work together, ‘ shift from being
a ‘sector’ towards becoming a ‘movement”. He had little faith in governmental institutions as
agents of change, seeing government policy as very rarely framed for long-term public interest
‘We must articulate more clearly what heritage is for and why it matters; we need to be clearer
about the organising ideas and frameworks that give common purpose, coherence and wider
relevance to the heritage movement’ and collaborate strategically for greater collective impact.

Meanwhile: in March, the RAI responded to consultation on the National Heritage Protec-
tion Plan (NHPP), who in July wrote to contributors with a summary of the rather
unsurprising key points:









Derek Brown, of Oblong Creative, who for many years has been responsible for ensuring the
exceptionally high standard of these volumes, for all the work that he has done to place us in
the forefront of journal publication; we hope that he will continue to help with the Newsletter
and other papers.

Most of our Life and Ordinary Members will not notice any change, as they will still receive
the printed volume, and the Summer Meeting Report each year, now to be sent by Routledge;
the RAT retains control of all editorial policy matters and, apart from queries over delivery of
the Journal, all matters concerning private membership will continue to be dealt with by our
Administrator. A new feature will be that on-line, the Journal will be issued in two parts, so
that eager authors can see their work more quickly and avid readers can seek it out, before it
is printed. Other benefits of the new partnership will include an arrangement that will put all
the back numbers of the Archaeological Journal on-line in one place, with free access for full
members continuing. A principal reason for the move to Routledge is to take advantage of
technology that permits libraries to provide secure access for their multiple readers to the on-
line, fully searchable version of any journal that they hold. Libraries will now be able to have
both the current journal and the back numbers on-line for all their readers.

In the last Newsletter, members were asked to comment about continuing to have a con-
ventional index to the Archaeological Journal in future. There was very little response, positive
or negative, but we discussed production with Routledge, whose experience is that once their
word-searching facility is built into their on-line journals, as in our case it will be right back
to the first one, published in 1845, there is very little demand for a separate index. Council
therefore decided not to go ahead with compiling one for recent volumes, at least until reaction
to fully-searchable on-line availability of the Journal can be judged.

The RAI and Postgraduates

One way in which we can celebrate the Institute’s contract with Routledge is to offer free
electronic access to the RAI to a limited number of postgraduates — enabling them for a trial
year to read the journal and the back numbers on-line, and to view the videos of our lectures
and field meetings. We have already initiated the twice-yearly presentations by postgraduates
and archaeologists at the start of their careers, but as I felt unsure what else we can do, I devised
a survey which I tried out on a postgraduate forum here in Southampton, and took to the
Annual Student Archaeology conference in Reading, bribing the students with chocolate
biscuits in return for completed questionnaires.

Some of the results surprised me — not least, that half the students did their first degrees at
overseas universities. Most of those replied ‘no’ to whether they had heard of the RAI, but
more worryingly, a few of the British students answered ‘no” as well, and a few (not all the
same ones) could not remember having read a paper in the Archaeological Journal. Less than
a quarter watch on-line lectures, and only half ‘Tweet’ — I did not ask what about. Some
expressed interest in following an RAI Twitter if we set one up; I am not the best person to
take this forward, but I will contact those who expressed interest to see if it is something that
is really worth pursuing. One idea suggested at a Council meeting, that we might usefully make
a small sum available to student archaeological societies to subsidize field trips, was enthu-
siastically supported, though admittedly the question was not phrased well enough to make
dissent unlikely. Much more divided was whether students get enough opportunity to partici-
pate at conferences. Clearly the RAI should not try to set one up separately, but it will be very
interesting to see if our conference at Bradford provides a good model, as Alex Gibson has






Eberhard Sauer on the function of Roman military frontier walls and this year it was Alison
Sheridan, Julian Thomas and Alasdair Whittle, on how and why Britain became Neolithic —
both are very much worth watching. Other lectures are available to full members using your
member log-in details.

Book reviews

As soon as they are ready, we are now putting online the book reviews prepared for the
Archaeological Journal. Currently available to read and download are reviews for Volumes 169
and 170.

Archaeological Journal online

Until our new publishing partnership is established, we are temporarily hosting recent issues
of the Archaeological Journal online on our website. At present, using a member log-in, you
can download from our website all articles and contents from Volumes 161 (2004) through to
170 (2013).

For associate members and others, these same volumes are available on a pay-per-view basis
through the CBA’s ArchLib website, http://archlib.britarch.net. Each article is available as a
PDF, as well as shorter contributions and reviews. Volumes 1 to 120 (for 1844-1963) of the
Journal are freely available to all to search, download and read on the Archaeological Data
Service (ADS) website at http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk. Volumes 121-160 will be digitized
and, we hope within the next year, made available through our new publishing partnership.

GRANTS AND AWARDS

British Archaeological Awards 2014 JOHN SCHOFIELD

Once again I was delighted to represent the
Institute at the 2014 British Archaeological Awards
ceremony, hosted by the British Museum on

14 July and compéred by Loyd Grossman. Prizes
were awarded to:

Best Archaeological Book: Interpreting the English Village: landscape and community at
Shapwick, Somerset, by the late Mick Aston and Chris Gerrard

Best Community-Engagement Archaeology Project: Scotland’s Coastal Heritage at Risk
Best Archaeological Innovation: ShoreUPDATE: Sites at Risk Map web portal and app
Best Public Presentation of Archaeology: New Secrets of the Terracotta Warriors

Best Archaeological Project: Bloomberg London, MOLA

Beatrice de Cardi who recently celebrated her
10oth birthday received an Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award presented by Dan Snow, CBA
President.

Guest speaker at the event, Ed Vaizey, Minister
for Culture, Communications and Creative Indus-
tries, described archaeology as a ‘living discipline,
allowing the people of the past to speak’. He said
that the archaeological community in the UK was
‘second to none’ and that the engagement of
volunteers in archaeology was ‘part of the ecology

of the UK and something unique in the world’.
As always this was a wonderfully uplifting
event, and one of few opportunities to celebrate
the very best of British Archaeology. Congratula-
tions to all the winners and highly commended
runners up.

The next awards will be made in 2016 with nom-
inations opening in late 2015 Full details on the
criteria for each award, and how to attend the
ceremony, will be found on their website later this
year at www.britarch.ac.uk/awards.



ROYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE

RESEARCH GRANTS

The Institute awards the following grants annually:

Tony Clark Fund

Up to £500 for archaeological work and dating

Bunnell Lewis Fund  Up to £750 towards archaeology of the Roman period in the UK

RAI Award

Up to £5000 towards archaeological work in the UK

Please write to the Administrator @ RAI c/o Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House,
London, W1J oBE for an application form or visit our website, www.royalarchinst.org

Closing date for applications: 12 January 2015. Awards announced in April 2015.

RAI Dissertation Prizes

The RAT awards prizes for dissertations on a sub-
ject concerned with the archaeology or architec-
tural history of Britain, Ireland and adjacent areas
of Europe. In odd-numbered years, the competi-
tion is for the best dissertation submitted by a
Master’s student. In even-numbered years, the
competition is for the best dissertation submitted
by an undergraduate in full-time education. Nom-
inations are made by University and College
Departments. The winner will receive £500 and the
opportunity for a paper based on the dissertation
to be published in the Archaeological Journal. The
chief criteria considered are (a) quality of work and
(b) appropriateness to the interests of the RAI as
reflected in the Journal.

RAI Cheney Bursaries

As a result of a bequest left by Frank Cheney, the
Institute has a small fund of money to enable

DATES FORYOUR DIARY

2014

Autumn Day Meeting 11 October at Greenwich
led by Anthony Quiney and Hedley Swain. (details
with this mailing)

Annual Conference 17-20 October at the Univer-
sity of Bradford (see below and details with this
mailing)

Forthcoming in 2015 Spring Day Meeting 7
March to Colchester Castle Museum led by David

8 Hinton (details with this mailing)

students to attend conferences or RAI meetings.
An allocation is available annually from which
individuals can apply for a maximum sum of £200.
Please check with the Administrator that money
remains in the yearly fund before you apply.
Students who wish to apply for a bursary should
email to admin@royalarchinst.org.uk or write to
the Administrator, RAI, c/o Society of Antiquaries,
Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, W1] oBE,
at least six weeks before the event they wish to
attend, stating: the institution in which they study,
the event they wish to attend, the sum of money
requested, a breakdown of how the money would
be spent and a summary (up to 250 words) of why
they would like to attend the event and in what
way this would be useful to them. Successful
applicants may be asked to produce a brief report
of the event for the Institute.

Spring Meeting 15-17 May to East Dorset led by
David Hinton (details with this mailing)

Summer Meeting 4-11 July to Sweden, Stockholm
and its environs led by Hedley Swain (details to be
confirmed)

The 2015 Summer Meeting will be to the capital
of Sweden, Stockholm, and its environs. One of the
most beautiful cities in Europe, built on fourteen
islands, Stockholm includes a well preserved
historic core and many museums and buildings
that reflect a long and significant history as a



capital, royal court and imperial maritime centre.
Several days will be spent in the city centre visiting
the historic old town, royal palace and some of the
notable museums including the incredibly well
preserved seventeenth-century warship the Vasa,
and the Historiska (History Museum) with its
important archaeological collections and national
treasury.

Day trips from Stockholm will include the
famous cathedral and university city and Dark Age
burial mounds at Uppsala, and the seventeenth-
century royal palace complex at Drottingholm, a

world heritage site that includes a working
eighteenth-century theatre and a Chinese pavilion.
We will also visit important regional archaeo-
logical sites including the Viking settlement of
Birka. Some travel will be by boat.

If you would like further details, please send
your e-mail or postal details to Caroline Raison the
Assistant Meetings Secretary at RAI, The Firs,
2 Main Street, Houghton on the Hill, Leics.
LE7 9GD, or csraison@gmail.com. Full details of the
Summer Meeting will be in the Spring Mailing,
and on the RAT web site at the end of the year.

ROYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE ANNUAL
CONFERENCE 2014 in partnership with the University of Bradford

Science in Archaeology

University Of Bradford, 17 — 20 October 2014

There are still places left at this non-residential
conference celebrating the goth anniversary of
undergraduate teaching at the Department of
Archaeological Sciences at the University of
Bradford. The conference will review the contribu-
tions that science has made to archaeological
studies since 1974, and some of the directions in

MEETINGS NOTES

which it is now progressing. Keynote speakers will
consider how it has changed their area of interest;
the shorter papers will explain current related
research projects taking place at Bradford and
what they hope to achieve.

The full programme and booking form are
included in this mailing.

Report of the Spring Day Meeting at the Museum of London,
8 March 2014: The Cheapside Hoard SARA LUNT

Jewels are bad. They tempt the greedy, corrupt the
innocent and generally bring out the worst in
people. It was, therefore, with some trepidation
and an unhealthy excitement that members of the
RAI approached the Museum of London (MoL) in
March, on a day of brilliant sunshine that would
have out-sparkled any other collection of artefacts.
And there we would discover that jewels can, in
scholarly hands, exert the most benign influence
and engender research of the highest calibre.

The Cheapside Hoard is not a new accession to
the museum’s collections but it has been newly
displayed in a special exhibition, the fruit of new
and exceptional research. Our President had
prepared a day of treats for us: and we gathered in
avery green seminar room (it was like being inside

a lettuce, but there all vegetable similarities ceased)
to hear his inspiring description of the nascence of
the London jewellery trade, as evidenced by
seventh- to ninth-century burials. During that
time, the city grew rapidly. The wealthy, their
disposable incomes burgeoning with the pace of
urban development, demanded suitable regalia to
sport in life and death and, thus stimulated, the
multi-various skills, stylistic influences and exotic
materials flowing into the city were harnessed to
the production of objects of supreme quality.
David showed us a glorious selection of must-have
grave-goods, beautiful in design and of extra-
ordinary workmanship. Already the craftspeople
of London were hitting their mark.






























Solar Farm Developments’, Nathan Blick, Senior
Heritage Consultant, Cotswold Archaeology, will
be looking at research from sites of commercial
solar development, and how these works contri-
bute to regional research aims and to under-
standing the local historic landscape

‘Archaeological Frontiers: Facing the Challenge of
Research in Commercial Infrastructure Projects’

by David Fell, Project Officer, Northern Arch-
aeological Associates Ltd, looks at previously
unknown sites identified during construction of
projects such as the A1/ Motorway upgrade in
North Yorkshire.

Royal Archaeological Institute Lecture Programme and Abstracts:

2014/15

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the
month from October to May at 5.00 pm in the
Rooms of the Society of Antiquaries, Burlington
House, Piccadilly, London w1y oBE. In November
and April, the lecture will be preceded at 3pm by a
presentation by new archaeologists (see above).
Tea will be served at 4.30 pm. Non-members are
welcome but should make themselves known to
the Secretary and sign the visitors’ book.

2014
8 October

Places of Power and the Conversion of
Anglo-Saxon Kent: New Archaeological
Perspectives from Lyminge, Kent

Dr Gabor Thomas

This presentation will review the results of a six-
year programme of archaeological research by the
University of Reading unearthing Anglo-Saxon
settlement archaeology which has lain dormant
under the village of Lyminge in south-east Kent.
These results will be used to chart Lyminge’s evolu-
tion as an Anglo-Saxon central place from its ori-
gins as pagan tribal centre in the later fifth century,
through successive stages of royal appropriation,
commencing with the construction of a Yeavering-
style ‘great hall complex’, and culminating in its
Christianisation as a royal double monastery.

12 November

3.00 pm: Presentations by new
archaeologists engaged in postgraduate
research at Oxford University (see above)

5.00 pm lecture: Digging in the dark:
modern conflict archaeology beneath the
Western Front

Matt Leonard

During the First World War, the Western Front
became a grotesque landscape of metallic skies and
shattered earth. It was a place where all life was
lived below ground either in trenches and shell
holes or deeper underground in the many souter-
rains, deep dugouts and tunnel systems that
formed the foundations of the front lines. Survival
in this unique environment required a distinctive
sensorium and a reapplication of the way in which
human beings interacted with the environment.
The manner in which a culture employs the senses
not only creates and defines the space in which it
exists; it also defines the culture itself. This under-
standing leads to the conclusion that those who
occupied the Western Front formed a distinct
culture, defined by the way in which it engaged
with, as well as created, its very particular environ-
ment.

10 December

Building the great dolmens: monumental
construction in the early Neolithic of
Britain and Ireland

Dr Vicki Cummings

Dolmens are a distinctive form of Neolithic monu-
ment found in discrete clusters in Britain and
Ireland. These monuments utilise massive stones
up to 150 tonnes in weight and would have been
extraordinary feats of engineering. A new research
project is investigating the construction processes
involved in building these great monuments
through both survey and excavation. Results of
on-going fieldwork will be presented alongside a
consideration of the broader role of dolmens in the
creation of early Neolithic society.
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2015

14 January

Urbanism in the land of the Iceni: Recent
research at Venta Icenorum
Professor Will Bowden

The Caistor Roman Town project is focused on the
Roman town of Venta Icenorum (Norfolk), the
only major town in the territory of the Iceni, and
a rare example of a civitas capital that does not lie
beneath a modern settlement. The town is tradi-
tionally thought to have been established in the
aftermath of the Boudican revolt of Ap 60-61 and
its small size and limited public architecture is
often thought to indicate impoverishment of the
territory after the revolt and the Iceni's lack of
interest in Roman civic life. However new research
suggests that the town's archaeology needs to be
examined outside this ‘Boudican’ framework and
that the formal layout of the town didn't take place
until the second century. Excavations have demon-
strated a remarkable late Roman revival in the
town, when occupation reached its greatest extent,
and have also identified extensive Anglo-Saxon
occupation, suggesting that the town remained a
focus of political power until the rise of Norwich
in the ninth century.

11 February

The Viking Great Army

at Torksey

Professor Julian Richards and Professor Dawn
Hadley

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records that in
AD 872-3 the Viking Great Army overwintered
at Torksey in Lincolnshire. Until recently, how-
ever, the precise location of the Viking camp was
unknown. Finds recovered by metal detector users
have now allowed the site of the camp to be
identified, and a new archaeological project is
examining its nature and extent, and is trans-
forming our understanding of Viking activity in
late gth-century England. Our talk will discuss
the latest archaeological findings for the camp, and
we will also examine the impact of the Scan-
dinavian activity on the subsequent development
of the Late Saxon burh, and the Torksey pottery
industry.

11 March

The domestic buildings of St George’s
College, Windsor — history, archaeological
recording, and new discoveries

Dr John Crook, Archaeological Consultant to
St George’s Windsor

The Deanery and the Canons’ Houses at
St George’s College, Windsor, together with their
two cloisters, are undergoing major refurbishment.
This has provided a unique opportunity to investi-
gate the evolution of this important group of
buildings, much of whose architecture dates from
the 1350s. More primary fabric survives than was
originally thought, together with interesting
features from later periods.

8 April

3.00 pm: Presentations by archaeologists at
the start of their careers (see above, p. 18)

5.00 pm lecture: Excavations at Bloomberg
London; New discoveries along the
Walbrook

Dr Sadie Watson

Excavations by MOLA in the centre of Roman
London have revealed new evidence of the town,
with the deep waterlogged deposits of the Wal-
brook stream preserving artefacts and structures
to an unparalleled degree. Early military activity,
extensive post-Boudican development and indus-
trial structures located on the banks of the stream
contribute to the picture of a town teeming with
activity. Later Roman occupation on the site
includes the construction of the Temple of Mithras
in 240 AD, and this lecture will include news of the
proposals for the reconstruction of the Temple
fabric in a purpose-built display space in its
original location on the site.

13 May: the President’s lecture

Britons and Saxons in East Dorset and
West Hampshire
Professor David Hinton

The discovery of an Anglo-Saxon cemetery at
Breamore, Hampshire, led to a dramatic “Time
Team’ investigation, with exceptional results that
will be summarised in this lecture, with an overall
review of post-Roman cultural changes west of the
New Forest. The inscribed stones at Wareham,
Dorset, have now been joined by burial and other
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inspections. The exhibition, which runs until
4 January 2015, is accompanied by a wide-ranging
events programme, including a symposium, talks
and tours. It will then be shown in London at the
RIBA, from 18 February to 23 May 2015.

Glasgow School of Art Fire: Call
for Book Donations

The fire in the Mackintosh Building of the Glasgow
School of Art (GSA) on May 23 did not affect the
main library and lending collections which remain
open for usual hours and service. The Archives and
Collections Centre suffered some damage; though
the bulk of the holdings are fine, they have been
removed from the site for an assessment of their
condition and so, unfortunately, the Archives and
Collections service will be closed for the foresee-
able future.

However the fire caused the loss of the Mackin-
tosh Library and much of the precious collections
it contained. Duncan Chappell, Academic Liaison
Librarian at GSA, said ‘we have received many
offers of book donations to help us rebuild our
lost collections. In response we have released a

MISCELLANY

Members’ e-mail addresses

To help to mitigate the impact of increased costs
of distribution, Council would like to make more
information digitally available. The impact of high
postage costs would be reduced if we could send
out material as attachments to as many members
as possible. These might include the notices of
forthcoming meetings, the Accounts, the pro-
gramme card, and possibly the Newsletter. If you
would be willing to receive information digitally,
please send your e-mail address to admin@
royalarchinst.org

Grants available

The Castle Studies Trust is a UK based charity,
founded in July 2012 with the aim of increasing the
understanding of castles both in the UK and
abroad. It is offering grants of up to £5,000 to
fund new pieces of research For further informa-
tion, please contact Jeremy Cunnington, Flat 3,
Ferme Park Road, London N4 4ED or admin@
castlestudiestrust.org or visit its website
www.castlestudiestrust.org

wants list of specific titles that we are seeking,
which you can find at http://lib.gsa.ac.uk/
update-on-fire-affected-library-services/ which is
kept updated on a weekly basis. If any of you hold
these volumes in your collections that you would
be willing to donate to us, they would be very
gratefully received as we begin the process to
rebuild what was lost’ which ‘will take many years.
We intend to pursue a targeted rebuild, tightly
aligned to both the illustrious history and future
direction of the Glasgow School of Art. Just as the
loss of the Mackintosh Library interior allows us
to re-imagine the future use of the space, the loss
of these collections, though tragic, provides the
opportunity to revisit our collecting strategies and
to rebuild in a highly strategic and targeted way.’

In the short term they need to replace volumes
that were used regularly by students, staff and
researchers, in particular, those volumes required
by doctoral students. They also seek to replace
works that complemented the Archives and Col-
lections, including many treatises and illustrated
books written, designed and made by GSA’s past
Directors, tutors, and alumni.

Subscriptions

The current rates by direct debit are: Ordinary
Member, £35, Associate £15 or Student, £20; Life
Member, £750 or £525 if aged over 6o0. Life
membership represents good value for both the
member and the Institute and it shows a member’s
commitment to the Institute. Subscriptions to the
Institute made using direct debit are collected via
the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF). When com-
municating with a member to acknowledge
receipt, CAF use the term ‘donation’.

The RAI office

The telephone number for the Administrator is
q, the email is admin@royalarchinst.
org and the postal address is RAI, c/o Society of
Antiquaries, Burlington House, London, w1j oBE.
The RAI has no office in London, but the
Administrator will usually be at this address on the

second Wednesday of each month from October
to May, between 11 am and 3 pm.












